
 LeBlancôs West Virginia Poised To Become Div. I Power 

When West Virginia coach Marlon LeBlanc lost 14 players to 

graduation last season, instead of writing this year off as a rebuild-

ing year, he reloaded with a talented group of 16 freshmen that 

are growing up faster than expected.  

Among LeBlancôs discoveries are freshman defender Raymon 

Gaddis and forward Adam Mills. Gaddis was a NSCAA High 

School All-American from North Central High in Indianapolis. He 

played club soccer for the Indy Burn and BSCC member, Isang 

Jacob. LeBlanc also brought in Adam Mills, one of the nationôs top 

attacking prospects who possessing game-changing skills. Mills, 

another Isang Jacob protégé, was a Indiana All-State player and 

two-time MVP for Brebeuf Jesuit College Prep High.   

Providing leadership for the young Mountaineer side is junior mid-

fielder, Gift Maworere, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. Maworere is one of 

the top midfielders in the Big East Conference and one of the 

teamôs two captains this season. Maworere was Episcopal Highôs 

most valuable athlete in 2006  and a 2004 and 2005 Virginia All-

State selection. Additionally, Maworere excels in the classroom  

majoring in business earning recognition on the Big East Aca-

demic All-Stars and WVUôs Athletic Directorôs Academic Honor 

Roll.  

The young Mountaineers predictably suffered through some early 

growing pains, most notably struggling to score goals. However, 

the defense has been impressive, producing five shutouts and 

only allowing five goals during a 3-4-3 September stretch.  

Despite the slow start, the Mountaineers have proven to be a 

tough opponent, holding  high powered 

teams like 5th ranked Akron and 19th 

ranked USF to tough 1-0 road losses.  

They capped off the month with a stun-

ning 1-0 upset on 7th ranked Univ. of 

Connecticut on the road. The increased 

confidence shown by the young Moun-

taineers marks them as a team no one 

wants to face in the Big East Tournament 

or beyond.  
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Howard Star Proves You Can Come Home 

Again  

None of this should surprise anyone who has followed Marlon 

LeBlancôs career from his days as an assistant to Penn Stateôs 

Barry Gorman. LeBlanc, 31, took over for Gorman during a criti-

cal stretch en route to the 2002 Big Ten Championship. After 

LeBlanc took over the West Virginia program in 2006, it resulted 

in a Big East Championship for the Mountaineers, and a NCAA 

Tournament appearance, earning recognition as Soccer Amer-

icaôs National Coach of the Year. 

LeBlancôs record at West Virginia coming into the 2008 season 

was 29-9-5, including an impressive 18-3-1 home record.  Six of 

his players are now playing professionally (Pat Carroll (D.C. 

United), Jyler Noviello (Wilmington Hammerheads), Nick  Noble 

(Chicago Fire), Jarrod Smith  

The East Windsor, N.J., native holds national, advanced national 

and premier coaching diplomas with a ñDistinguished Passò from 

the NSCAA. In 2005, LeBlanc served as a clinician at the 

NSCAA national convention.  

He is a member of the Black Soccer Coaches Association 

(BSCA) and serves on the Leadership Council for the Black Soc-

cer Coaches Committee. In addition, LeBlanc holds a position as 

the Big East representative on the NSCAA/adidas Division I 

Men's National Ranking Committee. He is also a member of: the 

Black Coaches Association (BCA), the NSCAA/adidas Northeast 

Ranking Committee and the NCAA Regional Advisory Commit-

tee. LeBlanc has traveled to England, Brazil, Portugal, and most 

recently, to the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany to further his 

coaching education.  

Former Howard University star Michael Lawrence took over the 
head coaching duties for his alma mater for the 2008-2009 season. 
Lawrence spent the past four years as Howardôs top assistant 
coach after three years as the assistant coach at Shepherd College.  

ñThis is a wonderful opportunityò, Lawrence said. ñI intend to help 
develop a culture for the menôs soccer program that embraces ex-
cellence in the classroom and on the fieldò. 
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